
 

 

Indigenous Tourism Association of Canada sponsoring New 
Contemporary Indigenous JUNO Award category 

Indigenous award categories showcase the best in contemporary and tradi5onal 
Indigenous music from coast-to-coast-to-coast 

COAST SALISH TERRITORY (May 9, 2022) – The Indigenous Tourism Associa3on of Canada (ITAC) is proud 
to announce its sponsorship of two JUNO Awards categories including the new Contemporary 
Indigenous Ar3st or Group of the Year Award, and the Tradi3onal Indigenous Ar3st or Group of the Year.  
JUNO Week runs from May 9-15, 2022, in Toronto.  The Canadian Academy of Recording Arts and 
Sciences (CARAS) announced the crea3on of new categories this year in response to Canada’s evolving 
music landscape.  

“At ITAC our mandate is to support the revitaliza3on and broader understanding of Indigenous culture in 
a way that posi3vely contributes to Indigenous communi3es,” said President and CEO of ITAC, Keith 
Henry. “Sponsoring the new Contemporary Indigenous Award category is especially important to us as it 
recognizes the authen3c, empowered and current music that Indigenous Peoples are contribu3ng to the 
music scene in Canada.” 

Previously called Indigenous Ar3st or Group of the Year, the award has now been split into two awards: 
Contemporary Indigenous Ar3st or Group of the Year (2022 nominees include Adrian Sutherland, DJ 
Shub, Jayli Wolf, Shawnee Kish and Sno\y Nose Rez Kids) and Tradi3onal Indigenous Ar3st or Group of 
the Year (2022 nominees include Fawn Wood, Joel Wood, Manitou Mkwa Singers II, NIMKII & THE NINIIS 
and Young Spirit). 

Addi3onal Indigenous nominees included are The Halluci Na3on for Electronic Album of the Year and 
Ruby Waters for Alterna3ve Album of the Year. 

Serving Indigenous Ar@sts 

The JUNO Award sponsorship is just one more example of ITAC suppor3ng Indigenous ar3sts in Canada. 
Previously, ITAC announced a partnership with Pow Wow Pitch, North American’s premier pitch 
compe33on and non-profit organiza3on suppor3ng emerging Indigenous entrepreneurs.  

The 2022 Pow Wow Pitch Program will support more than 2,500 Indigenous entrepreneurs in 2022 with 
mentoring, funding, training, and marke3ng in addi3on to crea3ng a safe and trusted community of 
support. ITAC is suppor3ng a Virtual Crea3ve Pitch that will provide $2,500 grants, mentorship and 



 

training to ten crea3ve Indigenous entrepreneurs from across Canada to commission mini-projects 
showcasing Indigenous-owned tourism businesses. 

The ten crea3ve entrepreneurs will then pitch to win the Crea3ve Prize, a $15,000 grant for a larger 
commissioned Tourism project with ITAC, and to advance to the Pow Wow Pitch Finale for a chance to 
win the $25,000 Grand Prize.  

ITAC will also present the Crea3ve Award at the Indigenous Entrepreneur Awards, providing the winner 
with a $10,000 prize.  
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About the Indigenous Tourism Associa@on of Canada  
The Indigenous Tourism Associa3on of Canada (ITAC) is a na3onal non-profit Indigenous tourism industry 
organiza3on established in 2015. ITAC is the lead organiza3on tasked with growing and promo3ng the 
Indigenous tourism industry across the country. Inspired by a vision for a thriving Indigenous tourism 
economy sharing authen3c, memorable and enriching experiences, ITAC develops rela3onships with 
groups and regions with similar mandates to enable collec3ve support, product development, promo3on 
and marke3ng of authen3c Indigenous tourism businesses in a respecful protocol. Connect with ITAC on 
Instagram, Facebook, Twi\er and YouTube.  

To arrange a media interview with ITAC President & CEO, Keith Henry or for access to images or video 
please contact: 

English Media Requests: 
Krystal Carter 
tartanbond 
647.271.2274; krystal.carter@tartanbond.com 
  
French Media Requests: 
Sebas3en Desnoyers-Picard, Chief Marke3ng Officer  
Indigenous Tourism Associa3on of Canada 
418-655-0210; Sebas3en@IndigenousTourism.ca 
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