Hello,

We are sharing with you the measures our government has taken to date to address
COVID-19 in Canada, as well as the most recent measures announced to support our
businesses, our workers, and our Canadian economy. We understand that workers are
experiencing heightened anxiety, and that Canadian businesses need our support to
recover from the global economic impact of COVID-19. While the situation is indeed
evolving at a rapid pace, our country is well-prepared, and well-positioned to mitigate the
fallout.

Below are the measures our government has announced today to address the
impacts of COVID-19:

e Parks Canada is suspending visitor services to all of its national parks, national
marine conservation areas and historic sites beginning March 18.

e Major economic measures will be announced tomorrow, March 18, to help
Canadians as quickly as possible.

And below are the measures our government has taken to date to address the
impacts of COVID-19:

e We will be denying entry to people who are not Canadian citizens or permanent
residents — this measure will carve out some designated exceptions including for
aircrews, diplomats, immediate family members of Canadian citizens and at this
time, US citizens (link for details here).

e Air operators will be formally mandated to prevent all travellers who present
symptoms of COVID-19 to board a plane, and will be required to complete a
basic health assessment of every air traveller based on guidance from the Public
Health Agency of Canada — this means that anyone who has symptoms will not
be able to come to Canada (link for details here).

e As of Wednesday, March 18, only four Canadian airports will be accepting
international flights — Toronto Pearson Airport, Montreal-Trudeau Airport,
Vancouver International Airport, and Calgary International Airport. At this time,
domestic flights as well as flights coming from the US, Mexico, the Caribbean,
and St. Pierre-et-Miquelon will not be affected. The travel restrictions announced
today will not apply to commerce or trade - we will continue to ensure the supply
of important goods to Canada (link for details here).

e \We have advised all Canadians to avoid non-essential travel outside of Canada
until further notice (link for more details here).
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e Global Affairs Canada has set up an emergency loan program of up to $5,000 to
help Canadians abroad who need money quickly to return home or to support
themselves while they wait to return home (link for more details here).

e We've deferred the start of the cruise ship season in Canada, from April 2, 2020,
to July 1, 2020, at the earliest. This deferral will apply to cruise ships capable of
carrying more than 500 passengers and crew members (link for more details
here).

SUPPORT FOR BUSINESSES AND WORKERS

e $27 million to fund COVID-19 research — this funding will support 47 research
teams from across Canada that will focus on accelerating the development,
testing, and implementation of measures to deal with the COVID-19 outbreak
(link for details here).

e $1-billion package to help Canadians cope with the COVID-19 outbreak, with
half of the money going to the provinces and territories — the fund will help putin
place the plans, infrastructure, and resources needed to protect the health and
safety of all Canadians (link for details here).

o Employment Insurance: The Government of Canada will waive the one-week
waiting period for people who are in quarantine or have been directed to
self-isolate and are claiming for Employment Insurance (El) sickness benefits
(link for details here).

e The Government of Canada will also introduce enhancements to the
Work-Sharing Program to earmark an estimated of $12 million to help
employers who are experiencing a downturn in business due to COVID-19, and
their workers (link for details here).

e Establishment of a $10 billion Business Credit Availability Program to
further support financing in the private sector through the Business Development
Bank of Canada and Export Development Canada (link for more details here).

The safety and security of all Canadians remains our top priority. See here for updates to
COVID-19 here:
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.ht
ml
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With these steps, as well as measures we will take in the coming weeks, our government is
continuing to protect the health and safety of Canadians, while ensuring economic resilience
throughout the country.

If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Office of the Honourable Mélanie Joly
Melanie.Joly@parl.gc.ca



